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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINR TH FR 

SUB J : NEW FRENCH AMBASSADOR TO THAILAND 

REF: BANGKOK 22113 

1 . AMBASSADOR SOULIER WAS OBVIOUSLY OVERIOYED TO GET HIS 
PRESENT ASSIGNMENT. HE HAS HAD AT LEAST THREE TOURS OF 
DUTY IN THAILAND AND ONE IN LAOS AND SPEAKS THAI. HE 
TOLD USLO ECONOMIC COUNSELOR THAT IT WAS HIS "LIFETIME 
AMBITION" TO SERVE AS AMBASSADOR IN BANGKOK. 

2. WHILE ASSIGNED IN PEKING SOULIER WAS A CLOSE FRIEND 
AND VALUABLE COLLEAGUE OF SEVERAL USLO OFFICERS. HE 
WAS ACTIVE IN GETTING AROUND THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS, OUT- 
GOING AND VERY WELL INFORMED. WE ENIOYED AN UNUSUALLY 
PRODUCTIVE WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FRENCH EMBASSY 
DURING HIS TOUR HERE. 

2. MME. SOULIER (JOANNE) IS A NEW YORKER. THE SOULIERS 
ENTERTAIN OFTEN AND VERY WELL. 

WOODCOCK 
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